
   

 

 

 

Hope-Line  

 
  

I know I have not been with you very long, but early on I have found so much to  

celebrate about Hope Presbyterian Church.  I thought I would take a moment and 

share with you some of the neat things I notice about our community of faith. 
 

First, the way you have welcomed Julie and me has been wonderful.  We greatly 

appreciate all the acts of love and kindness you have shown to us.  From helping us unload the moving 

truck to just stopping by to check on us, I must admit that your love for us is what keeps us going day 

by day.  What a joy it is to live in your midst and experience your warmth and the love you have given 

to us.   
 

I absolutely love our worship at Hope.  There is a wonderful energy in our worship.  I love to hear you 

sing!  It fills my heart with great joy when you lift your voices to praise God.  Our music program is 

phenomenal.  I am so grateful to share worship leadership with such a talented music department.  I 

know they are singing and playing to praise God, but I must say, I am also blessed immensely by what 

they do. 
 

I also enjoy the high level of involvement and commitment our volunteers give to the church and its 

mission.  From office angels, elders and deacons to those who work in the Gardens of Hope, those    

energies and efforts make our Church the strong faith community we are.  That is what it takes for us  

to grow and develop. 
 

I also celebrate our staff.  They are the most dedicated and hard working servants I have met in my   

career.  It is obvious to me that they are strong in their faith and commitment to our church.  It is a real 

joy to be in ministry with them and begin to see the possibilities that lie ahead of us.  At this point I feel 

as though we have worked together for years and there is a natural bond between us that allows us to 

support and encourage one another.  They represent our Church well and serve us and God faithfully. 
 

Our facilities are also a wonderful blessing, although at the same time, a responsibility.  We have beau-

tiful facilities that allow us to worship, study, fellowship together and serveðwith room to spare.  We 

are blessed beyond measure! 
 

And finally, each of you.  Thank you for your attendance in worship and for your support of our       

programs and the financial gifts you share with our community of faith.  You are our churchôs greatest 

blessing and the one I cherish most.  Thank you for your warmth and hospitality and the genuineness  

of your faith! 
 

Peace. 
 

Pastor Owen 
 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 ð The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper will be 

observed.  Everyone is welcome to the Table of the Lord to share as 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

  

AUGUST 2015 

The  Newsletter  for  Hope  Presbyterian  Church  of  Winter  Haven,  Florida  33884-1556 

2110 Cypress Gardens Boulevard  ǅ  863-324-6382  ǅ  hope@hopepreswh.org  ǅ  www.hopepreswh.org 

 

9:30 a.m. ð through September 6 



 

 

Hi!  My name is Josiah.  I am the Hope Presbyterian Church gecko.  I live in the Gardens 

of Hope and with Mr. Normandôs help, I do my best to keep an eye on things around the 

church.  During the day I spend a lot of my time keeping up with what goes on in the 

church office.  That is one busy place and it makes it hard for me to move around.   

Donôt want to scare one of the office angels!  On Sunday mornings I like to climb up above Mr. Phillip  

and hide out in the organ, although sometimes it gets pretty loud and I really donôt like all the wind and 

vibrations.  It is a cool place to be on those slow hymns like ñWhat a Friend We Have In Jesus,ò but it is 

like a roller coaster ride when Phillip plays ñThe Churchôs One Foundation!ò  Most of the time I like to 

blend in with palms behind the choir.  I am not very big and I can easily blend in by changing my color to 

whatever I am on at the moment.  Itôs a great trick that works really well when you want to see 

what is going on without being noticed.  With the new pastor I have to stay on my toes, I never 

know where he is going to be. Another of my favorite places is right on the top of the cross.  It 

is amazing what I can see from up there!  This last week I took my seat on the first row of pews.  

No one ever sits there for some reason.  I just donôt get it, they are the best seats in the house.  I 

have learned to stay away from the back rows.  It is crowded back there and a gecko can get sat on if you 

are not careful. There are just too many people back there so I sit up front.  The Deacons donôt even pass 

the offering plate to the front row! 

 
 

I bet you are wondering how I learned to use a computer.  Well, the truth is I watched  

Ms. Marti and Mrs. Donna.  They are really good on a computer.  I learned from them 

how to turn the computer on and work the keys.  Since Pastor Owen is out visiting in the 

afternoons, I slip in his office and use his computer while he is not there. I  almost got 

caught this morning.  I was rummaging through the stuff on his desk trying to catch up on 

the prayer requests when he came in unexpectedly.  I froze in my tracks scared to death.  I was on a piece 

of white paper and I cannot do white so I had to quickly jump off the paper onto the desk so I could change 

colors and match the desk hoping he would not see me snooping around.  But he saw me.  At first he 

thought I was ña toyò that one of the children left on his desk.  I was afraid to move.  And then he realized 

I was real.  He started  calling me ñlittle fellow.ò  He said, ñHey there little fellow.  

You know you are not supposed to be in here.ò  I wanted to correct him and say, 

ñHey preacher dude, my name is Josiah and I am supposed to be in here. I live here.ò  

But, I kept my mouth shut, cause the last thing he would understand is a talking 

gecko!  Thankfully he and Mrs. Julie put me in a coffee cup and put me outside in 

the gardens.   

  

 

 

While I was in the pastorôs office, I took a peek at the programming pastor and Mrs. Julie have in planning 

stages for the fall.  Mrs. Julie has some great stuff for Sunday School. The church has developed a new 

childrenôs Sunday School program called ñGrowing in Grace and Gratitude.ò  It  

really looks like fun and I think our children are going to love the activities.  For the 

Wednesday afternoon Kidôs Program she has this program called ñZip.ò  Wow, 

it is really coolðvideos, songs, Bible lessons, games and all kinds of stuff!   

Oh, I  forgot.  You donôt know about the Wednesday program?  It is a special  

program on Wednesday afternoons from 5-6 p.m. for children in grades 1-5. 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 

From Josiah, the Church Gecko 



 From Josiah, the Church Gecko (continued) 

 
Pastor Owen is working on a neat Bible Study program called 

ñIntroduction to the Bible.ò  I overheard him telling someone that the study will 

introduce us to the major themes of the Bible and help us discover Godôs powerful 

message of hope and grace.  He said he was going to offer the study once in the 

daytime and then repeat it at night for those who work.  I think I am going to go 

both times.  I donôt always get everything the first time!  He is also going to be leading a Sunday 

School class on a book written by a man named N. T. Wright.  It is a great book that talks about  

the basics of Christianity and how we can apply it to our lives.   

 

Well, it is the middle of summer, but my thoughts are quickly moving toward fall.   

I hope all of you are planning to be a part of a great fall program here at the church.  

I canôt wait till September.  That is when my cousins Rachel, Nehemiah and  

Obadiah all come back.  They are now ñsnowgeckosò and they spend their summers 

in North Carolina.  The other reason I canôt wait till September is because fellow-

ship dinners start back.  I love Mrs. Joyceôs cooking!  Well I have got to run.  I am  

helping Mr. Normand work on one of the air conditioners this afternoon.  I mostly 

supervise but every now and then he needs an extra hand.  

 

Hope your summer is going great and I hope you will look for me hanging out in the gardens.   

Wave when you walk by.  Oh, I almost forgot.  Iôm going to ask Ms. Marti if I can 

have a mailbox in the office.  That way you can drop me a note or a Snickers bar 

when you come by (Snickers are my favorite).  I will let you know when I get one. 
 

Peace.   

Josiah  

           PROPERTY COMMITTEE NEWS   

The church has had two lightning strikes in recent weeks.  A new router had to be 

installed to get the Internet Service up and running again.  The lightning hit our 

phone system and a new telephone system had to be installed ($6,003).  A special 

gift ($2,000) from a friend of Hope Church and a donation ($1,082) from Hope   

Creative School was used to help cover the cost.  Net cost to the church was $2,921. 

The previous phone system was the original system that was installed in 1995.   

 

The kitchen floor has been repaired (the tile was raised and broken).  The  

carpet in the Sanctuary and McGrath Hall has been cleaned.  The church  

bazaar committee shared this cost with the church.  Thank you ladies for 

 this special gift!  Vents behind the Choir Loft were installed to allow the 

 air-conditioner to blow towards the Choir rather than directly up the front  

of the windows.                                                   

           

          ðRon White, Moderator 

 

 



The Youth of Hope have been meeting on Wednesday evenings this summer 

and even though some have been traveling or attending camp, we have averaged  

20 youth at our meetings.  We begin our programs with prayer and then delicious 

meals, and did I say we begin our programs with DELICIOUS meals?   
 

Programs with topics that we all face in our lives and how we see God active in 

the midst of our struggles, choices, and challenges.  We share songs and play all 

kinds of games from water games to relays with bananas...never a dull  moment!   
 

We cannot thank our leaders enough for their time, commitment, and energy!  Each leader brings such a  

special gift to this group.  Not only have our leaders led this group, but they have been providing the 

meals.  This has been a huge undertaking.   
 

For the future success of this program,  we continue to need YOUR help in providing meals, we need more 

advisors, and transportation.  Please know that every effort given to help is so truly appreciated.  If you or 

any group within our congregation would like to help us, please contact Julie ð julie@hopepreswh.org or 

call the church office (863) 324-6382.  Thank you!        

        Julie Carriker, Director of Christian Education 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

HOPE CHURCH has pledged $10,000 to My 

Brother's Keeper, an initiative at Polk State Winter 

Haven to help needy students.  Pictured here inside 

My Brother's Keeper are, back row from left, Polk 

State Coordinator of Veteran Services Carole  

Toney,  Deacon Mardy Castro, My Brother's  

Keeper Student Supervisor Casmore Shaw, Elders 

Carolyn Hayes and Barb Follett; front row from 

left, Chancel Choir President Ron Hatley, Pastor 

Owen Carriker, and Deacon Sue Williams.  

 

My Brotherôs Keeper serves hundreds of needy students each year, 

providing them with free meals and personal hygiene items, resume-

writing assistance, help in navigating social services, and other aid.   

I am ecstatic, absolutely, positively ecstatic,ò said Casmore Shaw,  My Brotherôs Keeperôs student supervisor. 

ñThe church saw the need to help students who are trying to finish their degrees but face true adversity.ò   

Added Hope Presbyterian Pastor Owen Carriker:  ñThis is what the church should be about.  Jesus commanded 

us to go out and help people in need.  This is our greatest witness.ò 

 

 OUR MISSION STATEMENT TO ALL PEOPLE 
 

 God loves us; we love God; reaching up through faith, 

 reaching out in love: being Christôs Beacon of Hope. 
 

We reach up by building an inclusive, Christ-centered, Bible-based church; 

We reach out by serving the poor, caring for the sick and uplifting the  

oppressed and broken; 
 

We are a Beacon of Hope by being a loving community of believers,  

bringing Christôs example to life, as we are led by the Holy Spirit to use  

our blessings and talents, and by empowering people to be servant leaders. 



            ñDISCOVERING THE BIBLEò 
 

Reverend Carriker will be teaching Discovering the Bible program from Keryma 

(Proclamation) this fall at Hope.  This Bible Study program will introduce you to the   

people, places and stories of the Bible and help you discover where The Story lives in 

your story! Through a process of reading, reflection, discussion and creative expression, 

both the first-time learner and the lifelong student will participate in an engaging,         

rewarding encounter with Scripture that will greatly deepen their knowledge and under-

standing of the Bible.  The study is 30 sessions.  The study will be offered once during  

the daytime and once in the evening to accommodate those who do not drive at night and 

those who work during the day.  Plans at present are to offer the study on Monday       

evenings beginning at 6:45 p.m. and then repeated on Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  

The course will begin September 14 and 17.  To sign up, call the Church office (863)   

324-6382 or e-mail Reverend Carriker at owen@hopepreswh.org.  If you have questions, 

contact Reverend Carriker.  Please  register so that we can order the appropriate number 

of study resource books. 

       ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
 

Reverend Carriker will be leading this book/video study during the Sunday School hour   

beginning on Sunday, September 20.  The class will include watching a short video each 

week and then a time of discussion.  There is a study guide for the course and participants 

may want to purchase N. T. Wrightôs book Simply Christian.  Not since C. S. Lewisôs 

Mere Christianity has such a wise and informed leader taken the time to explain what 

Christianity is and how it is practiced. In Simply Christian, renowned biblical scholar and 

Anglican Bishop N. T. Wright makes a case for Christianity from the ground up.  Walking 

the reader through the Christian faith step-by-step and question by question, Wrightôs 

Simply Christian offers explanations for even the toughest doubt-filled skeptics, leaving 

believers with a reason for renewed faith.  To sign up, call the Church office (863)         

324-6382 or e-mail Reverend Carriker at owen@hopepreswh.org.  If you have questions, 

contact Reverend Carriker.  Please register so that we can order the appropriate number of 

study resource books. 

              ADULT INQUIRERôS CLASS 
 

Reverend Carriker will be leading a class designed for those who are interested in learning 

more about the Presbyterian Church history and major beliefs beginning at 10:45 a.m. on   

Sunday, August 2.  Although geared toward those considering membership in our church, 

this class is open to anyone who is interested in learning more about our church whether you 

have been a member for one month or your whole life.  The class will be held in the sanctuary 

and will end by 11:30 a.m.  Topics covered include major beliefs like predestination, sover-

eignty of God, Scripture, Salvation, Jesus Christ, The Holy Spirit and the history of the Presbyterian Church.  A 

hand-out will be available for study each week.  Call the church office (863) 324-6382 to register or e-mail 

Reverend Carriker at owen@hopepreswh.org if you have questions. 
 

               TEEN CONFIRMATION 
 

Reverend Carriker will be teaching a teen confirmation class beginning on Wednesday, 

August 5 at 4:30 p.m. in the Youth Room.  This class will prepare teenagers to      

become members of our congregation.  It is an information class on the major beliefs   

and work of the Church and lasts for an hour each week.  Any Youth between the ages of 

14 and 18 is welcome to attend. Please call the church office (863) 324-6382 to register or e-mail Reverend 

Carriker at owen@hopepreswh.org if you have questions.  

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

HURRICANE GET AWAY ð McGrath Hall will be open upon request for members and 

friends of Hope Church during a hurricane.  Please call the Church Office (863) 324-6382 if you need 

to stay at Hope.  Remember to bring your own food, bedding, lights, and emergency needs. The 

church will provide water.  Pets are allowed ONLY on leashes.   

 

Contacts: Lou Bell (863) 221-2613 and Zell Sheplee (863) 291-2390.  If the Church Office is closed, 

please let Lou or Zell know that you will need shelter. 

 

The Session has approved Hope Church as a Water Distribution Center, if needed.  (Requested by 

City of Winter Haven.) 

 

Hope members and friends should be sure to 

get a good look at our new Brodmann grand 

piano. This 6'2" piano is largely a gift from the 

estate of longtime members, Chuck and Phyllis 

Seely; gifts to the Trude Harris Memorial Music Fund made up the difference.  The Seely's actively 

served Hope as Chancel Choir members, Elder and Deacon (Phyllis) and Elder (Chuck).  Trude 

Harris was a strong advocate for Music Ministry at Hope.  This is the first new sanctuary piano in 

Hope Presbyterian Church history.  These saints now sing in the heavenly choir but their legacy and 

memory lives on through this fine instrument. Watch for news about a dedicatory concert featuring 

the new Brodmann coming soon. 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 

                             DEACONSô CORNER    

SPAGHETTI DINNER and Basket Raffle ð WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28.        

Look for more information to follow in the Hope-Line and church bulletins. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

THE CAROLYN AND IRVING WHEELER COLUMBARIUM 
Gardens of Hope 

Spaces are available in the Columbarium.  

 J.J. Long is our new Columbarium Coordinator. Please contact him at: jtennis@earthlink.net                 

or call (863) 324-6307 for an Information Packet. Packets are also available in the Narthex and the 

Church Office. 



 

        GEAR UP FOR FALL KICK OFF! 
 

OFF WE GO!  Time to prepare for our FALL KICK OFF on Sunday,  

September 13 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. ð A light breakfast will be  

provided.  Join us as we celebrate our programs within our church with 

our Fall Fair Booths.  Each program within our church will provide a booth explaining and  

honoring the work of Hope Church.  These will remain on display from Sunday, September 13 

through Wednesday, September 16 ð next fellowship dinner.   
 

Also, we will have a short program.  Come as we enjoy and glorify God through the programs  

and education of Hope Church! 

      Julie Carriker, Director of Christian Education 

 

 

HAPPY TIMES IN THE  

GARDENS OF HOPE 

Saturday, July 18 
 

Glenda McDivitt and Brian Cox celebrated their 

marriage vows with a sunset service in the  

Gardens of Hope. 

Blessings to Glenda and Brian and family! 

        

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinner ð September 16 ð 6 p.m. 

     NIGHT OF JOY! 
 

For all those Christian music fans, do not miss out on the ñNight of Joyò         

concerts at Magic Kingdom in Disney World on Friday, September 11  

and Saturday, September 12.  Toby Mac, Mercy Me, Jeremy Camp,  

Colton Dixon, Big Daddy Weave are just a few of our favorite Christian  

Contemporary Musicians that will be sharing in the ñNight of Joyò spotlight.   

For more information go to nightofjoy.com. 


